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Abstract

Background: In recent years, the sudden drift of traditional craft
and contemporary art towards each other is reshaping the Indian art
landscape. This shift is easily noticeable at big platforms especially
the Indian Art Fair.

Purpose: This study tries to unfold evolving relationship of traditional
craft and contemporary art. To understand the current Indian art
scenario, the research looks closely at the India Art Fair 2024 as a

case study.
Methods: The research mostly relied on qualitative analysis supported
ARTICLE INFORMATION by firsthand observations of artworks, installations, and curatorial
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1. Introduction

The research methodology employed in this paper combines
qualitative analysis with firsthand observation to explore the
intersection of traditional crafts and contemporary art, with
a focus on the 2024 India Art Fair (IAF). Qualitative analysis
involves in-depth examination and interpretation of artworks
showcased at IAF 2024, identifying trends, themes, and
aesthetic influences. Firsthand observation entails attending
the art fair, engaging with artists, galleries, and attendees,
and documenting observations and insights. Additionally,
literature review supplements the analysis, providing
context and theoretical frameworks for understanding the
fusion of craft and contemporary art. The methodology
aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of how
traditional craftsmanship and contemporary influences
intersect within Indian art, offering insights into the
revitalization of craft traditions, the evolution of artistic
practices, and the broader socio-cultural implications of this
fusion.

2. Study Area

The study area of this paper encompasses the evolving
relationship between traditional craftsmanship and
contemporary artistic expression within the context of
Indian art, with a specific focus on the 2024 edition of the
India Art Fair (IAF) as a case study.

3. Discussion

The Indian art scene has witnessed a significant evolution
in recent decades, marked by a growing interest in
both traditional craftsmanship and contemporary artistic
This evolution has been propelled by
various factors, including globalization, technological

expressions.

advancements, and shifting cultural dynamics. At the heart
of this transformation lies the convergence of traditional
crafts with contemporary sensibilities, giving rise to a
vibrant fusion that challenges conventional notions of Indian
art.

The rich tradition of craftsmanship in India dates back
centuries, encompassing a diverse array of techniques such
as weaving, pottery, metalwork, and painting. These crafts
have not only served functional purposes but have also been
imbued with cultural and spiritual significance, reflecting
the diversity and complexity of Indian society. However,
with the advent of modernization and industrialization,
many traditional crafts faced the threat of obsolescence,
leading to efforts aimed at preservation and revitalization.

4. Fusion in Action: Case Studies from
IAF 2024

In recent years, there has been a noticeable convergence
of traditional craftsmanship with contemporary artistic
practices, leading to the emergence of a hybrid aesthetic
that is both rooted in tradition and forward-looking. This
fusion has been driven by a desire to bridge the gap
between the past and the present, while also exploring new
possibilities for creative expression. Artists and artisans are
increasingly collaborating to combine traditional techniques
with contemporary concepts, resulting in innovative works
that challenge existing boundaries.

The India Art Fair (IAF) is one of the premier platforms
for showcasing contemporary art in India, attracting artists,
collectors, curators, and enthusiasts from around the world
[1]. The 2024 edition of IAF provided a significant
insight into the evolving relationship between crafts and
contemporary art, with numerous exhibits and installations
highlighting this fusion. Through a comprehensive analysis
of the artworks showcased at IAF 2024, this study
examines the various ways in which traditional crafts have
been reimagined and integrated into contemporary artistic
practices.

The IAF 2024 defied rigid categorizations of craft and
contemporary art. Artists like Monika Correa, Sayan
Chanda, and Kamruzzaman Shahdin exemplified this
exciting interplay through their works.

Monika Correa’s "Banyan Tree" (2023): This intricate
tapestry, woven with dyed black cotton yarn by Jhaveri
gallery, showcased Correa’s innovative approach to textile
art. Her use of special methods to create ripples and
loose threads evoked the image of dangling roots, blurring
the lines between artistic expression and the natural
world [2]. Correa’s work not only displayed exceptional
craftsmanship but also highlighted the potential of textiles
to tell contemporary stories [3].

Sayan Chanda’s "Three Fibres" (2024): This textile
work by Chanda, displayed using cotton cord and metallic
yarn, exemplified a thoughtful dialogue between heritage
and contemporary practice. The three pieces explored the
intersection of traditional craft techniques with modern
artistic expression [4]. Chanda’s work celebrated the
artistry of craftspeople while emphasizing the importance
of preserving and reinvigorating these practices in a rapidly
evolving world. By incorporating layers of cultural
significance and experimentation, Chanda invited viewers
to contemplate the ever-changing nature of art and its
connection to heritage.

Kamruzzaman Shahdin’s

"Convergence" (2023):
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This captivating sculpture, created using jute and brass,
exemplified the potential of craft materials to address
contemporary themes. The convergence of organic jute
fibers and metallic brass offered a commentary on the
relationship between nature and industry, tradition and
modernity [5]. Shahdin’s choice of materials and their
contrasting textures sparked a visual conversation that
resonated with contemporary concerns about environmental
sustainability and the impact of modern life on traditional
ways of living.

Shrujan Garners Taseer (2023): The artwork pays
homage to the individuality of each human being by
incorporating the timeless craft of handloom weaving
with modern appliqué and embroidery techniques. The
intricate kala cotton handloom cloth serves as the
foundation, representing the rich heritage of Indian
craftsmanship. Overlaying this traditional base, the silk
cloth resembling a thumbprint introduces a contemporary
element, symbolizing individual identity in the digital age.

Moreover, the use of Bandhani printing to create the
distinctive lines of the thumbprint adds depth and texture
to the artwork, showcasing the fusion of traditional dyeing
techniques with contemporary design concepts.

Shrujan Garners Mother Earth (2023): Mother Earth"
embodies the fusion of craft and contemporary art by
integrating traditional embroidery techniques with modern
artistic concepts to convey a powerful message about our
relationship with the planet. This installation seamlessly
blends traditional methods like running stitch embroidery
and hand appliqué with a contemporary artistic vision.
The use of these age-old techniques to depict abstract
interpretations of rivers and foliage reflects a deep-rooted
connection to nature, while the choice of materials like
Poplion cotton and Dupion Silk adds a modern touch to
the artwork. Through its use of materials, techniques, and
symbolism, the installation encourages contemplation of
our responsibility towards the planet and underscores the
enduring relevance of traditional crafts in contemporary art
practice.

5. Artistic Movements Fuelling the
Fusion

The IAF 2024 wasn’t just a showcase of individual works; it
reflected broader artistic movements that actively promote
the fusion of craft and contemporary art. Here are some
potential influences:

i. The Craft Revival Movement: This movement,
initiated in the post-colonial era, sought to elevate the
status of Indian crafts beyond their utilitarian function

[6]. It’s likely that artists at the IAF 2024 were
drawing inspiration from figures like Pupul Jayakar
who championed the revival of craft practices.

ii. Post-Colonial Critique: Many contemporary
Indian artists engage in a post-colonial critique,
re-examining traditional art forms through a
contemporary lens [7]. This critique might involve
using craft techniques to address issues of cultural
identity, colonialism’s impact on craft traditions, or

the need for their preservation.

iii. Regional Influences: India boasts a rich tapestry of
regional craft traditions. The IAF likely featured
works that incorporated these diverse influences,
creating a dynamic conversation between regional
practices and contemporary artistic expression [8].

6. Materiality and Reimagination

The materials themselves played a crucial role in the fusion
on display at the IAF 2024. Artists weren’t simply using
traditional materials in a conventional way. Consider these
aspects:

i. Rethinking Traditional Materials: Correa’s
manipulation of threads in "Banyan Tree" or
Shahdin’s contrasting textures in "Convergence"
demonstrate how artists are pushing the boundaries
of what these materials can express.

ii. Sustainable Practices and Material Choice: The
growing consciousness about sustainability might be
reflected in the choice of materials.

iii. Symbolic Significance of Materials: Materials often
carry symbolic weight.
"Convergence" could be interpreted as a nod to
India’s rich metalworking tradition, while jute might
symbolize the rural and agricultural aspects of Indian
life.

The use of brass in

7. Impact on the Art Market

The fusion of craft and contemporary art has a significant
impact on the Indian art market:

i. Increased Value of Craft: By incorporating craft into
their works, contemporary artists elevate the value
and appreciation of these traditional practices. This
can lead to higher demand for high-quality craft
pieces, potentially benefiting craftspeople.
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ii. New Patronage Opportunities: This fusion might
attract new collectors who are interested in both
contemporary art and the intricate beauty of Indian
crafts.  This broader audience can provide a
more sustainable economic foundation for both
contemporary artists and craftspeople.

iii. Challenges and Ethical Concerns: The increased
commercialization of craft raises concerns about
exploitation of artisans. It’s crucial to ensure fair
compensation and ethical practices throughout the
creative process, from conception to market reach.

8. Results And Conclusion

The recent India Art Fair offered a captivating glimpse
into the evolving landscape of Indian art, where a dynamic
interplay between tradition and innovation was prominently
on display. It became evident that contemporary artists are
not only drawing inspiration from India’s rich heritage of
traditional crafts but are also boldly experimenting with
new ideas and techniques. This fusion of old and new
represents a promising trajectory for the art world, where
creativity thrives by staying connected to its roots while
actively engaging with modern-day issues and concerns.

This blending of traditional crafts with contemporary
artistic expression is not merely an aesthetic endeavour; it
also holds significant implications for the broader socio-
economic landscape. Further exploration into the economic
forces at play could shed light on how the incorporation
of crafts into the art market impacts the livelihoods of
artisans and craftspeople. Understanding the economic
dynamics involved is crucial for ensuring fair compensation,
sustainable practices, and the continued preservation of
traditional craft techniques.

Moreover, the ethics of incorporating crafts into the art
market warrant careful consideration. While the fusion of
craft and contemporary art offers exciting possibilities,
it also raises questions about cultural appropriation,
authenticity, and the commodification of cultural heritage.
Exploring these ethical dimensions is essential for fostering
respectful collaborations between artists, galleries, and
craftspeople, and for safeguarding the integrity of traditional
craft practices in the face of commercialization.

Additionally, the changing dynamics between artists,
galleries, and craftspeople in the context of this fusion
deserve further exploration. Collaborative efforts between
contemporary artists and traditional artisans have the
potential to not only revitalize craft traditions but also to
create new avenues for artistic expression and economic
empowerment. Understanding how these dynamics evolve

over time can inform strategies for fostering more equitable
partnerships and promoting sustainable practices within the
art ecosystem.

In conclusion, the blending of traditional crafts with
contemporary art at the India Art Fair represents a dynamic
convergence of past and present, tradition and innovation.
Further exploration into the economic, ethical, and social
dimensions of this fusion is essential for unlocking its full
potential and ensuring a thriving, inclusive, and ethically
responsible art world that celebrates both heritage and
creativity.
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